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Co-operators and others appeal to Goverment to:— 


PLEDGE THAT BRITAIN WILL NEVER 


USE H- 


...nor let it 


be launched 


from our shores 


Invite the USA and the Soviet Union to pledge their agreement 


not to use the hydrogen bomb. 


If the invitation is rejected, announce that Britain will neither 
make use of the H-bomb nor allow it to be launched from British 


territory. 


MuIs appeal to the British Government was made on Monday by the National 
Peace Council on behalf of some forty affiliated organisations including, in 


Ritchie Calder 
to lead BBC’s 
“War on Want” 


WHEN the BBC devotes half an 
hour every week at a_ peak 
listening time for seven weeks to a sub- 
ject, you can say that subject is news. 

In this case two thirds of the world’s popu- 
lation would agree. The subject is Want, or 
more properly, Need. ; 

Need and sickness pursue each other in the 
lives of the poor and wretched of Asia, 
Africa and Latin America. 

The BBC in its trim, objective pamphlet 
issued to introduce the series of programmes, 
entitled ‘The Third Freedom,” * puts the case 
in careful explicit language: 


The strength to work 


“The strength to work or be active de- 
creases with starvation. Even today most of 
the two-thirds of undernourished people in 
the world are not physically capable of doing 
a full day’s work. This means, of course, 
that they cannot exploit for their own use 
even what resources exist for them.” 

Yet population in these areas continues to 
rocket (some say in spite of, some say because 
of the low living standard). Altogether the 
problem adds up to one word it sceems we 
are going to hear a lot of in the near future— 
underdevelopment. ; 

There are two reasons why people in the 
developed parts of the world should worry 
about underdevelopment in the rest. The first 
is that poverty and sickness and overcrowding 
have a habit of spreading. They can jump 
colour bars; they can dislocate supplics of 
essential materials they can do untold things 
to the prices of primary products; they can 
swell to such proportions that they eventually 
burst into imperialism (the Co-Prosperity 
Sphere), terrorism (Mau Mau) or coagulate 
into a clot of such irremediable despair that 
it has the whole world worried (the Gaza 
Strip). 


Good cheice 


One of the best-informed, most-concerned 
and liveliest tongued men who are trying to do 
something about it is Ritchic Calder, Science 
Editor of the News Chronicle, author of a 
couple of books on the War on Want and 
member of the Labour Peace Fellowship. The 
BBC could not have picked anyone better to 
be the commentator for these programmes. He 
will take part throughout, together with ficld 
workers and administrators and, in some 


* The Third Freedom, a BBC Pamphlet, BBC, 
35 Marylebone High Street, London, W1. 6d. 
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‘lam a pacifist’ 
—CHARLIE CHAPLIN 


(YASSANDRA (William Connor), the pep- 

pery columnist of the Daily Mirror 
wrote last week of his meeting with Charlie 
Chaplin, the great comedian. on his recent 
visit to London. 

Mr. Chaplin had come to London to hand 
over a portion of the £5,000 Peace Prize 
which he received from the Cominform- 
sponsored World Peace Council. He had 
already given away £2,000 of the money to 
Abbe Pierre, the crusading priest of Paris, 
for his work among the city’s poor. 

Cassandra asked him many things. Among 
them was the question everybody has been 
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addition to all the British pacifist bodies : 


The Atomic Scientists Association, The 
Association of Engineering and Ship- 
builder’s Draughtsmen, British Federation 
of Young Co-operators, Council of Christ- 
ians and Jews : 


Inland Revenue Staff Federation, {nter- 
national Friendship League, lona Educa- 
tion Centre : 


London Co-operative Society, Methodist 
Church Department of Christian Citizen- 
ship, National Adult School Uuion ; 


Student Christian Movement, Union of 
Post Office Workers, and Women’s Co- 
operative Guild. 


THEY ENDORSE STATEMENT 


Endorsing the statement as officers of the 
National Peace Council are Lord Boyd Orr, 
President of the NPC; Reginald W. Sorensen, 
MP, Chairman ; Ritchie Calder, CBE and Ken- 
neth Ingram, Vice-Chairmen. 


Among the Vice-Presidents of the NPC are 
Sir Richard Acland, MP, Professor G. D. H. 
Cole, The Earl of Darnley, Victor Gollancz, 
Kingsley Martin, Professor Gilbert Murray, 
OM, Canon C. E. Raven, Rev. Michael Scott, 
the Rev. Leslie Weatherhead and a number of 
Members of Parliament. 


ie 
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Weapons of mass destruction 


The full text of the statement on the Hydrogen Bomb and other atomic 
weapons issued by the National Peace Council. 


MPHE hydrogen bomb is the logical extension of all previous weapons of 
destruction, and accordingly it is war itself rather than any particular 
weapon, however horrible, which is the evil confronting mankind. 


___ Nevertheless, the nature of the latest weapons has introduced a new factor 
into the situation since their use in war inevitably would mean total devastation 
over wide areas of the world. 


Civilisation as we know it would be doomed. 


THESE LATEST WEAPONS ARE NOT ONLY 
MURDER BUT OF MASS-SUICIDE. 


THE NATIONAL PEACE COUNCIL IS THEREFORE CONVINCED THAT SUCH 
WEAPONS CANNOT BE JUSTIFIED ON MORAL GROUNDS UNDER ANY 
CIRCUMSTANCES. 


While believing that peace demands general disarmament, the National 
Peace Council recognises that the mutual distrust prevailing between the Com- 
munist group of States and the Western democracies creates so many diffi- 
culties in reaching agreement on methods of adequate inspection and control 
as to make acceptance of any scheme of inspection and contro! unlikely in the 
immediate future. 


No reliance can be placed on the argument sometimes advanced that the 
very nature of the latest weapons will act in the long run as a deterrent to war, 
or, that, should war break out, such weapons will not be used. 


Furthermore, the policy which aims at “ containment ” in South-East Asia 
or elsewhere creates the danger that a world-war with nuclear weapons might 
develop from some local conflict or as the result of increasing tensions. 


In view of these considerations the National Peace Council believes that 
Her Majesty’s Government should invite the Governments of the USA and the 
USSR to join Britain in a signed undertaking that they will under no circum- 
stances whatever make use of these weapons of mass destruction. 


If this invitation is rejected by the American and/or Soviet Government, 
the National Peace Council believes that nevertheless H.M. Government 
should announce that it will not itself make use of these weapons and will not 
permit an attack with such weapons to be launched from British territory. 


Such action would place Britain in a stronger position for mediating 
between the United States and the Soviet Union. It would increase the pos- 
sibilities of peaceful co-existence. And. by breaking out of a vicious circle. it 
would help to by-pass such contentious matters as inspection and control, and 
would encourage Governments to run the risk of trusting one another—which 
fundamentally is the true basis of right relations. 


Copies of the statement in leaftet form may be obtained from the National 
Peace Council, 29 Great James St.. W.C.1., at 3s. per 100; 24s. 1,000 post free. 


INSTRUMENTS OF MASS- 
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UURGAEDUUEQOQUUOUGAGCAASUOUDTOQOUUCSAEUSGQUEUERUONOUUADU GREATS 


ANAUREL TULL ODT TODAS DATA AN TA A HAA TOOTS SEANCES ANNUAL ea ET 


UNICEF appeal: A great response from 


ONE OF THE LUCKY ONES. 


in Pakistan. 


A rarity in Asia is this 
well-fed, healthy baby. She owes her well-being to UNICEF, 
working in conjunction with the World Health Organisation 


the British people 


month. 


since the end of the war ? 


hundreds, including 75 in magazines with a national circulation. 


Nations. 


TO FILL HUNGRY STOMACHS 


million houses will have been canvassed. 


UNATIONS L l 
UNA members who are taking part in the campaign. 


food and medical 
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TT'HE British people have earned themselves a little merit this 


Did someone come to your door, brandishing a collecting box, eager 
to tell you how much milk your pennies would buy for some starving 
kid in Bihar? Did you notice that bubbling article in your local paper, 
probably written with more enthusiasm than the editor has put into a story 


Your collector was one of tens of thousands who have turned out 
imembers of all political parties, churches, trade unions, youth and womens 
organisations) to help in the campaign to raise money for UNICEF, the 
United Nations Children’s Fund. The article in your paper was one of 


UNICEF, originally the United Nations Children’s Emergency Fund, 
began as a temporary agency of UN. The response from those countries in 
dire need of help for their children—from Peru to Samoa—has been so 
great that it has been decided to extend the life of the organisation by 
three years. There are some who hope that it may remain indefinitely what 
it is today—the most successful, the most practical, the most heart-warming 
and most popular of all the enterprises founded through the United 


The campaign was fired and organised in Britain by the United 
Nations Association. Its object was as much to educate people in the more 
hopeful, constructive side of UN’s work as to fill hungry little stomachs. 
When first projected the organisers hoped for something like a million 
houses to be canvassed. Publicity material for this number was arranged. 
Instead, it is now confidently expected that by the end of October five 


How much money this will raise for UNICEF is anybody's guess 
(80 percent will go direct to UNICEF, 20 percent to UNA funds), but it 
will certainly be more than was thought possible. Appeal committees have 
been set up at all UNA branches and in 120 other places besides. Sixty- 
thousand volunteer collectors have added their numbers to the thousands of 


What will UNICEF do with the money ? Provide two things mainly— 
care—for needy children and mothers everywhere. 
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THE IMPORTANCE OF 
LIBERTY 


S the realisation grows that “ co-existence ” is a neces- 

~ sary condition of existence without the prefix, we are 
heartened by any new testimony that shows that the prob- 
lems presented by the co-existence of the Communist and 
the non-Communist regimes are likely to prove less 
difficult than might have been anticipated. 


With the lowering of the barriers that so greatly impeded 
contact between the two sides of the world, more voices are able 
to be heard commenting on conditions in Russia, and, it may be 
hoped, the Russians in their turn are able to listen to a greater 
variety of views as to conditions in the West. 


oOOoOccoo 


We welcome therefore the comments in the Letter From 
Moscow on page 4 from William MacLellan, who has formed one 
of a cultural delegation from Scotland to Russia. If we here 
place emphasis on a cautionary note to which we often feel 
prompted by comments made by our visitors to the East, we 
do not underestimate the value of many of the observations of 
our correspondent or challenge the justice of many of his 


comments. 
* * 


The freedom of the peoples of the “free world” is a_very 
varying quantity, and even in the nations that have constituted 
themselves the leaders of the free world the freedom experienced 
is a very imperfect thing and it is bcoming increasingly 
endangered. We also have to recognise that there are things that 
can be done with that freedom to the detriment of society ; we 
need to face that the Western conception of freedom is presenting 
us with some problems that are urgently calling for solution. 


The spread of the monstrous evil of the “comics” in 
America, and now increasingly threatening this country, is an 
indication that the conditions of western freedom can present 
problems that the “Iron Curtain” countries do not have to meet. 


Nevertheless we do not feel that freedom is something that 
can be quietly set aside as docs William MacLellan in his 
comment : 


“Freedom is a noble ideal but a strictly limited 
political concept nowadays when people must learn 
speedily how to live in decent relationship with one 
another.” 


We believe that it is not at all necessary for those who seck 
to further a better relationship between the West and the East 
to minimise those values that the West expresses but that the 
East refuses to recognise. 


Restrictions on freedom—and particularly restrictions on 
thought and expression—do not bear heavily on the mass of the 
people anywhere. It is because of this that those who visit 
Russia are able to remark that they have not been able to observe 
evidences of oppression among the people they have encountered. 
As political liberties become more precarious in America it is 
possible to make the same observations with regard to that land. 


Such restrictions as obtain in Russia, if they were applied 
here, would not be felt as oppression by the great mass of the 
population—that great proportion that finds its Sunday reading, 
for instance, in the mass circulation Sunday newspapers—any 
more than it is felt as oppression by the greut mass of the Russian 
population, This does not mean that freedom of expression is 
unimportant, however. It does not even mean that the conditions 
under which the great mass of the people live, who feel no great 
concern about freedom, are not ultimately governed by the 
circumstances created by its existence or non-existence. 


The importance of freedom depends, not upon the number 
of people who avail themsclves of it, but upon the fact that it 
is present for anybody as and when he feels impelled to exercise 
it; and it is surely a matter that every man or woman who is 
concerned with political thought should have constantly in mind. 


* * 


For ourselves, we cannot put out of our mind as of no 
consequence the fact that if we had been fated to live in Russia 
we—and scores of those with whom we have worked—would 
either have surrendered and Icarned to keep quict about political 
truths we hold to be important or we should not now be alive. 


This is a factor that we feel should be in the front of the 
mind of every pacifist, whatever he holds to be the right or 
wrong of the matter regarding the political and diplomatic 
exchanges between the West and the East. 


No pacifist for instance should permit himself to cover up 
the fact that it would be impossible for an organisation such as 
the Peace Pledge Union or the Fellowship of Reconciliation to 
exist and carry on its work in Russia; and that equally no such 
body as the Central Board for Conscientious Objectors would 
have a chance of performing its function in Russia. 


There are a number of things in William Macl.ellan’s letter 
that we think could with profit be submitted to analysis and 
discussion. We choose for comment, however, only his remark : 


“That democracy and protection from tyranny 
depend not so much on the obsolete idea of opposition 
as upon the community act or co-operation for the com- 
mon weal; that a free election must provide a free 
method of selecting representatives ” 


as having the most important bearing on the aspect which we are 
now discussing. 


That emotionally charged phrase “ obsolete idea of opposi- 
tion” tempts the reader farther than his mind should take him. 
Wherever there is freedom of discussion there is opposition ; 
without a clash of view there is no discussion. It is true that 
the less sense of antagonism that accompanies the opposition the 
better, but opposition without a sense of antagonism can only 
be produced in a climate of freedom. 

* 


* 


There is no evading the fact that the pacifist’s attitude to 
military preparations is one of opposition. The fact that in 
Britain—and even in America—he can give vocal and written 
expression to that opposition without being put to death or sent 
to forced labour for a prolonged period means that a less vicious 
opposition exists than would be present if expression of these 
views were to incur these penalties. 

This is, of course, only one instance—the one with which we 
are most nearly concerned—of a conception of freedom still held 
in the West but unknown in Russia and its associated states. 
We believe that this conception has important consequences 
throughout the whole of society and that it is a delusion to think 
that even the arts are immune from its influence. 


Where there’s a will 


HAT Mr. Dulles has not unjusti- 

fiably called the “near miracle” 
of agreement following the collapse of 
EDC has come to pass. 


The European Defence Community 
has been resurrected under the name of 
Western European Union. 


Agreement has been reached over the 
vexed question of the Saar; Western 
Germany becomes a sovereign and re- 
armed state and is to be admitted to 
NATO. 

The supervision and control of the 
German contribution in men and war 
materials may yet create difficulties, 
however, and the Saar settlement has 
yet to be approved by the Bundestag 
where it is likely to have a stormy 
passage. 

Although the French Assembly will 
require firm assurance on the question 
of control, there would now seem to 
be a much greater possibility of French 
ratification, especially as their Prime 
Minister has given notice that he will 
make both the fixing of the date for 
the debate and the actual issue of rati- 
fication a question of confidence if 
necessary. 

Unfortunately ratification in Germany 
and Britain can almost be taken for 
granted, since it is not likely that the 
Labour Party will seriously challenge 
the new Agreements or present an alter- 
native policy. 


The shape of 
Europe-to-come 


T would seem that the shape of 
Europe-to-come has been fixed. 

Germany remains’ divided and 
Adenauer has pledged the Bonn Govern- 
ment not to attempt reunification or any 
alteration of boundaries by force. 

The adjustment of boundaries remains 
a matter for the Peace Treaty. 

The German contribution to NATO 
is limited to 12 divisions, plus restricted 
air and naval forces, subject to certain 
eventualities. 

Germany is not to manufacture 
atomic, biological or chemical weapons 
without further authorisation, and 
submits to a control of armament manu- 
facture, as do the other continental 
members of the Union. 

Britain is committed to maintain four 
divisions and a tactical airforce in 
Europe until the end of the century, 
which will involve British lads in con- 
scription for two generations. 

The occupation of W. Germany is to 
end, but occupation forces will not be 
withdrawn but only have a change of 
name. 

While they have abandoned their right 
to resume control in an emergency, the 
Western Powers maintain control over 
Berlin and, a most significant clause, 
reserve their full rights over Germany as 
a whole, including reunification and a 
peace treaty. 

That would seem to mean that the 
Western Powers could lay down as a 
condition of reunification that a united 
Germany must adhere to Western 
European Union. 


A miracle of folly 


No wonder that Sir Anthony Eden 
paid tribute to the determination 
of the leading participants and to the 
work of their staffs in the background. 
The will was there, but that the way is 
the way to peace is by no means so 
certain. 
We could wish that those concerned 
had shown the same will and deter- 
mination to reach agreement with the 
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Soviet Union on a real solution 

That is the way to peace, and not 
one sided agreements which are bound 
to increase tension and leave Europe 
even more dangerously divided. 


European security 


AS the new Western European Union 
+™ was being born, Mr. Molotov gave 
to the Western ambassadors in Moscow 
the Russian reply to the Western Note 
of September 10 about resumed Four- 
Power talks. 


The Soviet Union has taken up the 
two conditions which the West then 
made by stating that they “agree that 
the holding of all-German free elections 
are necessary for the reunification of 
Germany and that in the elections the 
German people must have the oppor- 
tunity to express its free will, so that a 
unified Germany might be reborn as a 
peace-loving and democratic state.” 

The view has been expressed in 
Washington that the US Administration 
is now prepared to take part in a 
Four-Power conference, but not until 
after the Western European Union has 
been ratified by the French and German 
Parliaments. Though this represents a 
slight change in the American attitude to 
to Russia, we believe that it is essential 
that the meeting should take place 
before the new agreements have been 
ratified or the rearmament of W. Ger- 
many has begun, and that the Russian 
invitation, backed by her reply to the 
Western “conditions” is a satisfactory 
basis on which to resume discussions. 

To suggest otherwise is only to show 
that the West does not want a real con- 
ference on the vital issues involved, but 
is only prepared for the dictation which 
goes by the name of “negotiation from 
strength.” 

The Western Powers should now show 
the same determination to reach agree- 
ment with the Sovict Union on 
European Security as they have shown 
in overcoming their own internal dif- 
ferences. 


One-sided elections 


YINHE talk about the necessity for 
securing that all-German elections 
should be free and democratic directs 
attention to those recently held in 
Guatemala after the coup there. 

Although the full results of the elec- 
tions are not yet known it is clear that 
Castillo Armas and his supporters have 
won. 

Indeed no other result was possible 
because of the way the elections were 
conducted. 

They were held at seventeen day's 
notice and the voters had to select 66 
members of the Constituent Assembly 
from a single list of candidates prepared 
by the Anti-communist Front, to signify 
whether they wished President Castillo 
Armas to continue in office. They could 
answer, verbally and in public, or 
abstain. 

There has been no protest from the 
USA nor will the British and American 
governments refuse to recognise the new 
Government of Guatemala on _ the 
ground that it has not been democratic- 
ally elected. Indeed the USA is 
increasing its aid from 190,000 .to 


1,500,000 dollars. 

Yet the Western Powers reiuse to 
recognise the Government in East Ger- 
many, and ambassadors walk out of 
a dinner party at which the representa- 
tive of that Government was a fellow 
guest. 

The elections in E. Germany were 
certainly not less democratic than those 
in Guatemala, but then, of course in 
the latter case it was the anti-communist 
bloc that had prepared the one available 
list and not the communists. 

So do circumstances alter cases and 
apparently make nonsense of principles. 


Reduction not 
disarmament 


PPHE Soviet Union has associated itself 
with Canada, Britain, France and 
America in asking for renewed Five- 
Power private discussions by the 
sub-Committee of the Disarmament 
Commission. This has raised fresh 
hopes that some progress can be made 
on a general reduction of armaments. 
Though Mr. Molotov preferred not 
to be unduly pessimistic as against Mr. 
Selwyn Lloyd’s warning against undue 
optimism, it is necessary to recognise 
that even if agreement were reached on 
the basis of the Anglo-French proposals 
it would not mean disarmament but a 
reduction in armaments. 

Reduction should not be equated with 
disarmament. There is a world of dif- 
ference between the two: in principle, 
motive, method and _ consequences, 
Agreed reduction though it would scale 

own armaments and might eliminate 
certain weapons, would leave the situ- 
ation on balance very much where it is 
now. 

The West would certainly see that 
they did not agree to any plan that 
would give the Soviet Union an 
increased advantage over them. 

ough there might be some Jessening 
of the economic burden, there would 
not necessarily be any lessening of ten- 
sion, since the relative position of each 
side would remain the same and there 
would be no need to change existing 
policies. Peace would still be precarious 
and must be, so long as governments are 
still prepared to use reduced forces and 
limited weapons. 

It is not agreed reduction which is 
necessary but total disarmament and a 
British lead through an act of unilateral 
disarmament is the way to rid the world 
of the threat of war. 


Rhee rebels 


PRESIDENT Eisenhower has reached 
the limit of his patience with 
Syngman Rhee and now proposes to 
curtail or even cancel the US aid pro- 
gramme to South Korea. Although in 
this case we can sympathise with Rhee 
because he had “the arrogance to tell 
General Hull that it was bencath the 
dignity of South Korea to accept aid if 
there were strings attached”, it is high 
time that the State Department was pre- 
pared to admit that the fundamental 
mistake they made was in backing Rhee 
originally and in supporting him even 
to the extent of persuading the United 
Nations to fight an unnecessary and 
futile war. 
_ The US Administration has been par- 
ticularly unfortunate in the men it has 
backed, but its mistakes have not only 
been in the estimation of the character 
of their allies but in the policy which has 
induced them to back the wrong men. 
It would be more to the point if instead 
of trying to restrain his allies or cur- 
tail their activities, President Eisen- 
hower would change the policy which 
made him anxious to have such dan- 
gerous and unsatisfactory friends. 
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Oppenheimer, the H-bomb and democracy 


MPHE controversy about the H-bomb and about Robert 

Oppenheimer who was very reluctant to help to pro- 
duce it and Edward Teller who developed a passion to do so, 
continues to rage. It has been stirred up anew, among other 
things, by the publication of a book THE HYDROGEN BomB 
written by two men with prominent jobs on Time magazine, 
James R. Shepley and Clay Blair Jr. 


_ Much has now been revealed about the controversy 
which raged in the inner circles of the scientific community 
and of Congress and the White House, especially in 1949-50, 
before Truman made the final decision to proceed. But it 
is clear that a good deal still remains secret. It seems clear 
also that while an important technical problem was involved, 
to the solution of which the lay citizen could have contri- 
buted nothing at all, the real debate was over the political 
question as to the way in which democracy could be defended 
against dictatorship and the moral problem as to whether it 
was right for any nation to possess and use such an instru- 
ment as the H-bomb. 


These are questions which, of course, deeply concern 
the ordinary citizen and about which he might conceivably 
have ideas worth considering. If not, then there is no use 
talking about a democratic society, for a nation in which 
citizens are not heard and are regarded as incapable of 
having their own thoughts on life and death, political and 
moral issues, is not democratic. 


Yet, just as two billion dollars and a tremendous amount 
of brains and manpower were devoted during World War 
Il to the production of the A-bomb, without any pretence 
of consulting the people, so this H-bomb problem was settled 
in “‘ peace time” by a small group of people who knew and 
said the survival of democracy was at stake, but made no 
pretence of consulting the people. 


There are military men and politicians in that group 
who undoubtedly believe this is just as it should be. 


But how do people like Oppenheimer himself or David 
Lilienthal, an idealist who established a great record with 
TVA and who was chairman of the Atomic Energy Com- 
mission at the time when the great debate was on, justify 
to themselves the failure to carry the debate to the public? 

Not one person in the inner circle did so. 

Presumably, they were held back in large part by con- 
siderations of “ security”, but an imrhense amount of infor- 


mation withheld for some years has now—after the decisive 
commitments were made—been made public. 


Another consideration which deeply disturbs me and of 
which it seems to me peace workers and pacifists especially 
need to take note, is the role which liberals who achieve a 
reputation for being peace-minded so often play in these 
situations—I mean the aggressive, militaristic role they play. 


Take Thomas K. Finletter as an example. In the period 
immediately after the war he was a leading World Federalist 
with a great reputation as a Liberal. A little later he was 
also Air Force Secretary in the Cabinet. Even readers 
abroad will recall what a hero Sen. Brien McMahon of Con- 
necticut was among peace workers, because he had dramatic- 
ally suggested that the US ought to promise to spend ten 


LETTER FROM THE USA By A. J. MUSTE 


billion dollars a year for five years on economic aid and 
such things, if and when general disarmament went into 
effect. 


It now appears that Finletter and McMahon were among 
the most persistent and belligerent fighters for the production 
of the H-bomb! 


It is the moral issue which, of course, interests me most 
and space permits only a brief reference to it here. Not 
long after the close of the war and the Hiroshima-Nagasaki 
incidents Oppenheimer was widely quoted as suggesting that 
the US “ give Los Alamos back to the Indians.” He did write 
the moving statement: 


“In some crude sense, which no vulgarity, no humour, 
no overstatement can quite extinguish, the physicists have 
known sin and this is a knowledge which they cannot lose.” 

Shepley and Blair, the Time magazine men, state cate- 
gorically that on one occasion, at the White House, Oppen- 
heimer wept in the presence of President Truman because of 
the “ blood on our hands”. 

Twelve of the most distinguished physicists, after the 
decision to make the H-bomb had been taken, said in a pub- 
lic statement: 
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People ... 


«WARS WILL CEASE WHEN MEN 
REFUSE TO FIGHT’ 


MPHE Duchess of Wellington concluded a 
recent letter to the Daily Telegraph 
with the following comment. 


* There remains little if any hope of perm- 
anent peace until every thinking man and 
woman themselves decide that there shall be 
no more war. 


“The greatest of statesmen, the best-mean- 
ing of the great Christian leaders, can never 
accomplish this unless the whole population in 
every country refuses to fight. 


*{ well know that I am not a voice crying 
in the wilderness.” 


* * * 


Yukio Ozaki, 95-year-old Japanese interna- 
tionalist died near Yokohama recently. The 
cherry trees which grow in Washington, 
capital of the USA, were given by him in 
gratitude for America’s part in mediating in 
the Russo-Japanese war (1904). Time maga- 
zine, noting his death this week, describes 
him as: “A fragile man with a_ sensitive 
face . . . popular enough to be able to defy 
the Japanese war machine, from his seat in 
the Dict denounced Nipponese militarism 
even at the height of Japan’s World War II 
successes.” 


*% * * 


“The t-ouble with us is that the world is 
faced with problems which we try to solve in 
words, in learned argument, but without a 
chance of heart. 

We quote from all sorts of books and texts 
and bring all sorts of learned argument to 
hear. forgetring that no matter how correct the 
logig we use. it can only be proved right and 
only succeed if we have also taken into 
account the human issues involved.” 

-Mrs. Pandit. 


* * * 


& SWISS citizen, Samuel Chevalfier, has 
+*% cxercised an initiative to secure a refer- 
endum ou a proposal for an experimental 
scaling down of Swiss armaments expenditure 
hy 50 per cent., the saving to be devoted to 
housing and assistance in neighbouring coun- 
tries. 

Such an initiative with a view to a refer- 
endum is possible under the Swiss constitution. 
M. Chevallier has secured 85,000 signatures and 
the referendum will be conducted. 


* * * 


Prime Minister Nehru said in Delhi recently 
that the fact that an Afro-Asian conference 
had been broached did not mean that “ we 
are binding ourselves against any continent 
or country.” 


His Nativity play to be 
broadcast again 


PPHOMAS B. PITFIELD is well known as a 

member of the PPU and a composer. He 
tells us that his Nativity play, which was 
broadcast in the BBC Home Service last 
Christmas Day, is being sent out from five 
Overseas stations next Christmas. 


In addition, Thomas Pitfield is an accom- 
plished artist and craftsman. An exhibition of 
his  water-colour drawings of Cheshire 
Churches shown recently in Chester is at 
Wilmslow Guild from October 23 to Novem- 
ber 6, and Macclesfield Public Library (his 
home town) from November 10 to 24. 


This year’s selection of ENDSLEIGH CHRIST- 
MAS CARDS includes two designs by Mr. 
Pitfield. 


TOGETHER OR SINGLY? 


T previously referred to the 

pyramid parties, which were 
a passing craze in London. 
This week | want to mention 
another and much more satis- 
factory gathering. 


Recently the Surrey Area of 
the Peace Pledge Union held 
their annual social and as a 
result raised £30, of which they 
sent £20 to the PPU’s Headquarters Fund and 
£10 to the Peace News fund. We want at the 
PPU Headquarters to thank all concerned for 
this great help. Perhaps some of you could 
arrange a social function on your own. Why 
not get a few of your friends together in your 
own home and tell them about the PPU, and 
ask each of them to give you something to send 
to our Headquarters Fund? There are many 
people today who, although not at present pre- 
pared to accept the full pacifist position, are 
deeply concerned about the international situ- 
ation and often very willing to make a small 
contribution to the PPU if asked. 


One member recently wrote : 
“For many weeks I read your appeals and 
mentally murmured ‘I must try to send them 
another 10s. or if | waited a bit could | make 
it £12’ A visit from Common Sense, however, 
brought the comment ‘ Send them the 2/6 you 
can afford now. That will do more good than 
pipe dreams of £1 some fine day.’” 
| think that there must be many readers of 
this appeal who mean to send a contribution to 
the Peace Pledge Union, but for one reason or 
another delay until they forget. 

Please don’t delay any longer. Send the PPU 
your contribution this week, whatever you can 
afford, and we Will be very grateful. 


STUART MORRIS, 
General Secretary. 


Our aim for 1954: £1,000. 
Amount received to date: £571. 
Can we make it £700 by the end of the month? 


Donations to the Peace Pledge Union should 
be sent marked ‘ Headquarters Fund,” to the 
PPU Treasurer at Dick Sheppard House, 
Endsleigh Street, W.C.1. 


“ Wouldn’t mind rounding them up with machine guns” 


U.S. OBJECTORS THREATENED 
BY DISTRICT ATTORNEY 


HARGES of intimidation against conscientious objectors in the State of Michi- 


gan, US are contained in a complaint sent to the US Attorney General by the 
Central Committee for Conscientious Objectors in the United States. 


The COs concerned, one a student at the 
University of Michigan, the other doing 
alternative service work at Ann Arbor, were 
called to the office of the District Attorney, 
Mr. Ronald Greenberg, as a result of an 
advertisement they had placed in The Michi- 
gan Daily. It ran as follows: 


“Men of Draft Age—Have you con- 
sidered the alternatives to military service? 
For information about the rights of men 
conscientiously opposed to war, call...” 


** Shadow of the azre’’ 


During the interview with the DA it is 
alleged that Mr. Greenberg accused the COs of 
a conspiracy to counsel evasion of military 
service; that he threatened to have the men’s 
cases reviewed by their draft boards; that he 


demonstraied prejudice against some CO groups 


by being verbally offensive to Jehovah's 
Witnesses and Muslims (saying of the latter 
that he wouldn’t mind going into their temples 
and rounding them up with machine guns ); 
that he told one man that he was living under 
the “shadow of the axe” ready to fall any 
ime, and the other that ‘‘ we've got men every- 
where and sooner or later they'll get you, so 
be careful.” 


The complaint to the US Attorney General 
was submitied by the Central Committee for 
Conscientious Objectors in late July. In a 
lefier received by the Committee on September 
14, from the assistant to the Deputy Attorney 
General it was stated that: 


{have made an investigation and review 
of {your complaint) and have come to the 


Third Camp to hold 


European Conference 


ARRANGEMENTS for the first European 


Conference of the Third Camp Move- 
ment have now been completed. 


The Conterence will be held at Laren, near 
Amsterdam, Holland from Monday evening, 
December 27th up to and including Thursday, 
December 30th. The total cost for the Con- 
ference, including accommodation will be 40 
Dutch guilders (£4). Participants will pay their 
own fare. 


The purpose of the Conference will be to 
provide for an exchange of views between all 
individuals and representatives of organi- 
sations in Europe who subscribe to the basic 
policy statement of the Third Camp and to 
draw up a programme of common action. 


DISINTEGRATION 


That statement is as follows: 


The second half of the Twentieth Century 
finds the world in a profound crisis. 

In the midst of tremendous opportunities, 
we are living under the shadow of war and 
economic insecurity, and in danger of social 
and moral disintergration. | Armaments 
increase, cleavages deepen, wars which cost 
the lives of hundreds of thousands are 
Jought, and the H-bomb finally brings us 
face to face with the possibility of the des- 
truction of civilisation. 

For these reasons, and because political 
parties in general are incapable of any confi- 
dent and imaginative response, the people 
of the world have a sense of helplessness 
which facilitates the present trend towards 
the regimentation of society and the div- 
orcing of the common man from any control 
over social policies. 


This helplessness can be overcome only by 
some fresh alternative which will lift us out 
of the Cold War framework and provide a 
solid basis for peace. 


A NEW POLITICS 


We therefore declare ourselves for the 
Third Camp. 


The primary purpose of the Third Camp 
movement is to bring together all those who 
reject the present-day policies of both the 
Russian and American blocs and who are 
seeking for a new political and philosophical 
outlook to deal with the causes which issue 
in such policies; who refuse to give support 
to the war preparations of either side in the 
Cold War; who believe unequivocally in 
Hionan Rights, including the right of all 
peoples to independence from foreign con- 
trol; who are dedicated to waging war on 
want; and who stand for a programme of 
political and economic democracy at home 
and abroad. 


It is expected also that representatives of 
Indonesian, Indian and American groups will 
attend. Individuals and organisations wishing 
to make application to attend are invited to 
write to: Conference Secretary, Third Camp, 
12 High Street, London, NW3. 


conclusion that no additional action on our 

part is warranted.” 

Later, Lyle Tatum, the Committee’s execu- 
tive secretary, visited Mr. Greenberg and 
talked with him, but the outcome was not 
satisfactory. 


The Committee is thus continuing its 
attempt to get a report of the incident from 
the Department of Justice. 


It is the opinion of the CCCO that, if true, 
the charges which have been made against 
Mr. Greenberg are serious, and that the 
public has a right to know whether or not 
the charges have been adequately investi- 
gated and substantiated or disproved. 


The Committee asks that US citizens 
interested in this case should write letters to 
the Attorney General and members of Con- 
gress asking for a full report. 


Ritchie Calder will 


open new BBC series 
@ From Page One 


programmes, speakers from the countries 
concerned. 


This is how the programmes are arranged: 
General tithe—* The Third Freedom”; Wednes- 
days 7.30 to 8 pm. Home Service. 


Nov. 3: The Case for Action—introduction to 
the series. 

Nov. 10: The Fight Against Hunger—the 
problems of food production. 

Nov. 17: Skills and Resources—a European 
technician and an African chief on indus- 
trialisation and its effects. 

Nov. 24: People and Plans—how the local 
population take part in development schemes, 
in the Sudan and Burma. 

Dec. | : The Large Scale Problem (7.15 to 7.45 
pm for this broadcast only)—combined 
Operations on the regional level. 

Dec. 8: The Question of Money—the difficul- 
ties of financing development. 

Dec. 15: Means and Ends—How can develop- 
ment win the race with population increase ? 


Why is it important to listen to these pro- 
grammes? Don’t we know it all already? 

The answer is emphatically, No! 

The experts themselves realise that they are 
only now beginning to look at the problem 


RITCHIE CALDER 


and it is already obvious that questions of deep 
human concern are being raised. 

It is vital that basic human considerations 
should find a central place in the whole pro- 
gramme of War on Want. If it is all left to 
the experts, that is unlikely to happen. 

A great opportunity for the spread of world 
democracy could be turned, by obtuse or 
mechanical treatment, into a victory for tech- 
nocracy and the adding-machine mentality. 

It is essential therefore for every soldier in 
this newly-declared War (in which as the 
British Weekly said, there can be no cons- 
cientious objectors) to have the facts; the 
battle position; the objective; the size and 
calibre of the enemy. These broadcasts will be 
a great help in that direction. 

And lastly, for the BBC itself. If it happens 
that these programmes prove as interesting and 
as popular as is hoped (remember how many 
people looked in at the TV showing of 
“World without End’?), then we may expect 
more of them. It is possible to calculate how 
many people are listening to a particular pro- 
gramme. It is also possible to get a good idea 
of its real popularity from the correspondence 
about it which goes into the BBC and the 
Press. 

Listen to these programmes then, and get 
your neighbours to listen with you. They are 
bound to be much better for the liver, if a 
little harder on the heart, than were the talks 
on NATO. Full marks to the War on Want 
(6 Endsleigh St., London, WC1) for the work 
they have done in helping the BBC to put 
them on. 
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: Book this date NOW! 


Please send your contribution to: 
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PEACE NEWS CHRISTMAS BAZAAR * 


3 p.m. Saturday, 27th November, at Kingsway Hall, W.C.2 
URGENTLY NEEDED: Gifts of every kind for sale, especially 


fancy goods, preserves, fruit, toys, arts and crafts, books 


PEACE NEWS, 3 BLACKSTOCK ROAD, LONDON, N.4 


Phone: STA 2262 for collection in London area. 
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Bring the family! *& 
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Two versions of The 
Lord’s Prayer 


A GROUP of seven people in East 

Grinstead have circulated a printed 
version of the Lord's Prayer with additional 
phrases aimed at bringing the familiar 
words to life in the mind of the user in 
the present world situation. It is as follows 
(the amplifying words being shown here in 
brackets) : 


Our Father who art in heaven (Father of 
all men and nations), 


Hallowed be Thy Name (help us to know 
Thy nature and will, and to honour them 
above all things), 


Thy Kingdom come (Thy rule in our 
hearts and the hearts of all men), 


Thy will (for righteousness and peace) be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. 


Give us this day our daily bread (and 
help us to care for the hungry, in other 
lands as well as our own, and gladly to 
share our good things). 


And forgive us our sins (the sins of indi- 
viduals and of nations), 


As we forgive those who sin against us 
(both individuals and nations), 


And lead us not into temptation (especi- 
ally the temptation to careless criticism and 
lack of a sense of personal responsibility), 


But deliver us from evil (especially the 
evil we ourselves do), 


For Thine is the Kingdom, the Power, 
and the Glory, for ever and ever. 


2), 


A variant on the Lord's Prayer of a differ- 
ent kind is to be found in a recent issue 
of the Cape Times. Dr. Donges, who may 
be the successor to Dr. Malan as S. African 
Premier, had recently remarked : 


“Christian principles are all very fine, 
but where would they be without the great 
principle of self-preservation ? ” 


A correspondent, Mr. H. A. Wright, 
writes to the paper to suggest that had 
Christ seen the world through the same 
eyes as Dr. Donges, the Lord’s Prayer 
would have been in the following form : 


“Our Father which art in Heaven, hal- 
lowed be thy name, thy kingdom come 
providing that Our will shall be done in 
Henven as we would have it done on Earth. 
Give Us more than Our share of Our daily 
bread and forgive Us Our trespasses for 
We only trespass against thy inferior 
creatures in order to preserve Our own 
supremacy. Lead Us not into integration 
and deliver Us from humility for this king- 
dom is Ours with all power and all glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen.” 


ieee 


Peace Council plan Autumn Lectures 


HE tension between particular groups of 

countries will be the theme for a new 
series of Monday evening meetings organised 
by the National Peace Council. 


They will be held on November 15, 22, 29, 
and December 6 at Friends House, Euston, 
at 5.45 p.m. 


Subjects they are expected to cover are 
“The USA and China”; “The Arab States 
and Israel”; ‘Russia and the West”; “S. 
Africa and the Commonwealth.” 


A printed handbill will be available in due 
course from the Nationa] Peace Council, 29 
Great James Street, W.C.1. 
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LETTER 


Hotel Savoy, 
Ulitsa Zdanova, Moskva. 


DeEaR EDITOR, 


I promised to write you from here, and this seems the right 
time to do it as I have just been recording at Moscow 
radio my imp-essions gathered over the past three weeks 
while on a 7,000 mile tour of the Soviet Union. 

Freedom, by the way, reaches such casual levels here, measured by 
our orderly British standards that I was able to put over my 


world shaking premiere as a radio commentator quite devoid of 
an edited script and only a few hastily jotted headings to guide 


me. 


The other nine members of our Scots cultural delegation are out on [% 


a spending spree as our concert pianist and singer have thousands } 
of roubles to spend before eight o’clock when the shops close 
here. Cultural workers are among the highest paid people in | 
In this class-less society they become the | 
aristocrats. Here, where culture is organised on a mass folk 
scale, these poor social outcasts and misfits of the Western world 
—the poets, painters, musicians—certainly come into their own. 


the Soviet Union. 


So too do foreigners. There are delegations to be seen in this hotel 
from all over the world--Chinese basket-ball players, Dutch 
astronomers, Indian dancers, West German teachers. Everywhere 

Messengers of Peace.” “ Sub-foreigners ” 

from the fifty-nine nationalities of the Soviet Union are also to 

be seen, and they are accorded full national status as visitors to 
the Russian SSR. Each distinctive national cultural tradition is 
vigorously encouraged and developed along with the language 
and literature within the broad economic framework of the 
USSR ; truly a contribution to the problem of multi-nationality 


we are welcomed as 


that faces the other five sixths of the world. 


SUPER-REALISM 


From this land of super-realism, where even painting is photo- 
graphic, the outside world with its awkward economic national 
differences, its superstitious religious beliefs, class distinctive 
snobberies, competitive party political loyalties and subtle exploi- 
tations of man by man all scem strangely out of focus, and the 
old Western eyeglasses no longer correct the vision. What we 
had thought was the “ Iron Curtain ” turns out to be nothing more be asf = 
than a dense fog of prejudice and ignorance that condenses its 
innumerable verbal globules wherever there is a chill atmosphere 
of misunderstanding and fear of the unknown. 


The manufacture of this psychological curtain 
with its swirling clouds of words, proceeds 
on both sides. The Soviet idea of Capitalism 
in the West is obviously culled straight from 
Marx and Engels complete with super- 
Dickensian employers grinding the workers, 
and tricksters exploiting the widow with her 
mite, and on the whole their idea of life in 
the West is as out-of-date as our beliefs in 
a Communist slave state with a secret police- 
man to watch each citizen and foreign 
visitor. 


THE JUG HANDLE 


So during this visit we have come to realise 
that the ‘ Totalitarians” are not what we 
thought they were; that “Communism” in 
Russia is like “ Christianity” in Britain, the 
jug handle for a distinctive way of life, and 
its customs need not strike fear in our 
hearts; that the class-less society with its 
assertion of the dignity of labour is an 
inspiring thing to see in operation; that 
Democracy and protection from tyranny 
depend not so much on the obsolete idea of 
opposition as upon the community act of 
co-operation for the common weal; that a 
free election must provide a free method of 
selecting representatives ; that over-emphasis 
on sex can create and inflame the problem ; 
that the masses can be cultivated in the arts 
and graces of life and be educated in a 
sense of creative enterprise and purpose ; 
that true civilisation does not depend upon 
plumbing and products. 


These are but a few random impressions 
dashed off on ihe spur of the moment. My next 
mission in the cause of international under- 
standing I am determined will take me to 
that greatest enigma of our time, far surpas- 
sing the Soviet Union in complexity, the 
United States of America. That country is 
fast superseding the USSR as World Bogey 
No. 1., and the Soviets find it very difficult 
to understand (as do we also) the social 
pressures that produce this lack of confi- 
dence in the American way of life which is 
at the root of the fear of any rival social 
system such as Communism. 

Perhaps the God Worshipping Dollar Barons 
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FROM MOSCOW 


At work on the magnificent embroidery for 
are these women of the Nanai people who live in the Arctic north 


Lee ae 
which they are famous 


of the Soviet Far East. Their husbands are fishermen. 


who with their immense power enjoy the 
same freedom as the ordinary individual in 
the Washington democracy will be dealt 
with by the wiser counsels that patently 
exist among the US electorate. Freedom is 
a noble ideal, but a strictly limited political 
concept nowadays when people must learn 
speedily how to live in decent relationship 
with one another. 

The delegation are drifting back now with the 
spoils of their shopping chase ; the Ukrain- 
ian embroidered linen is most colourful ; 
the jewellery of superb workmanship; the 
Georgian wines and Moscow vodka promise 
good cheer. The same standard fitment of 
twin-trumpeted motor horn that sounds the 
uniform gusty fanfare in every Sovict city 
we have visited, quieten after the rush hour, 


and we must now prepare for the final 
gargantuan reception of receptions and pack 
our bags for home. 


Tomorrow we head for the West, strong now 
in knowledge that this new way of life 
embraced by half of the world is something 
any honest man can live comfortably beside 
in constructive co-existence. Our problems 
in technically advanced countries although 
fundamentally the same as in under- 
developed areas, differ in scale and form and 
demand the pursuit of other means for their 
solution, but there is obviously much we 
can all learn from each other in the tech- 
nical and cultural fields. Only the fool 
imagines he knows all things. 


WILLIAM MacLELLAN 


AATOST of you may agree with me that If a 
4¥E man thinks he can best aid humanity by 
improving bacteriological or other biological 
weapons he should clearly separate himself 
from the profession in which he learned his 
skill for quite another purpose. Most of you 
may not agree with me when I go on (to sug- 
gest that doctors, as doctors, should no longer 
take part in ihe physical, mental, or technical 
preparation of soldiers, sailors, and alrmen for 
war, ‘There is no limit to the response that 
our profession should give to the call of those 
who are wounded or sick; but, despite my 
personal loyalty and even affection for one of 
the military medical Services, I have now come 
to believe that doctors should be attached to 
the Forces as civilians and not as part of the 
destructive machine. Moreover, as centuries of 
civilised tradition have committed our pro- 
fession to the principle that the care of patients 
shall take no account of nationality or political 
opinions, I think that doctors who work with 
troops should do so as members of an inter- 
national body such as the Red Cross. 


Patriotism makes things relatively simple ; 
and so strongly are we conditioned emotionally 
to be loyal above all to our country that even 
so mild a suggestion as this may give pain. 
But civilisation is the slow story of the subor- 
dination of emotion to reason ; and reason tells 
us over and over again that patriotism is not 
enough—or far too much. 


—Dr. T. F. Fox, MA, FRCP, The 
Lancet, August 28. 
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TRENDS | 


The main streets round Red Square are for 
the moment under strongly Chinese influences ; 
shop windews display all sorts of books on 
China, and they show pictures of Chinese and 
Russian workmen facing the future, hand in 
hand. 

The Russian friendship for, and interest in, 
the peoples of Asia are emphasised in every 
possible way. I saw more Asians there in 
forty-eight hours than I have seen in the whole 
of my life. 

One is left with the impression, superficially 
at least, that the future of Asia is very much 
in the minds of those who guide the ebb and 
flow of public opinion in the Soviet Union. 

—Thomas Barman, BBC special corres- 
pondent, October 1954. 


% % * 


“Mr. Nixon expresses his views on foreign 
policy, and cverything else, freely and 
frequently, and changes them in the same 
manner, 

“Sen. Knowland tells off President Eisen- 
hower and denounces Secretary Dulles, also 
freely and frequently and loudly, which is the 
more remarkable considering that he is the 
President’s Icader in the Senate. 

“While the President talks about peaceful 
co-existence with the Communists. Sen. Know- 
land talks of war with Red China. When he 
publicly demands that we sever diplomatic 
relations with Russia, the President has to 
issue a quick and angry ‘ No’. 

“Is is any wonder that the leaders of other 
nations and their peoples have begun to doubt 
whether they can have confidence in America 
and the continuity of our policy? 

“ Basically, it is because the Administration 
is trapped in a dilemma of its own making— 
it is trying to conduct a responsible foreign 
policy and appease the extremist wing of the 
Republican party at the same time. It is trying 
to reconcile the irreconcilable.” 


—Adlai Stevenson, New York Herald 
Tribune, October 18. 


* ad * 


“An army by its nature is autocratic. In a 
mild sort of way what we went through after 
World War 11 was something on the order of 
the Russian experience after World War I. 

“The Russians experimented with friendly 
co-operation. They abolished the salute and 
there was fraternisation between officers and 
men. 

“It didn’t work. They got their tails 
whipped off in the war with Finland. They 
had a big shake-up, and now they have the 
most rigidly disciplined army anywhere. 

“We don’t intend to go that far, but our 
experience has been on that order.” 


—US panel of senior military officers 
set up to assess military per- 
formance in Korea. 


Exemptions from 
military service 
in Russia 


DEACE NEWS has for many years been 

trying to get reliable information on the 
attitude of the Russian authorities to conscien- 
tious objectors to military service. 


There is no specific legal provision for the 
recognition of conscientious objection such as 
exists in Britain and those Commonwealth 
countries which have conscription. 


Russia is in a similar position to France 
which also has no provision for COs. Where 
Russia differs from France, however, is that in 
the latter country it is possible for pacifists 
who declare their intention not to fight; to 
organise and to express their views in publica- 
tions. 


On the other hand we have heard of cases 
in Russia where men with a religious objection 
have been exempted from military service, 
although our information has been that the 
requirements as to their association with their 
particular religious communion were so rigid 
(even damanding that their ancestry should 
also have been associated with the sect) that 
the exemption provision was found generally 
to be a dead letter. 


Mrs. Jessie STREET, who has recently been 
in Russia reports below a discussion with a 
teacher on exemptions from military training 
in the USSR. Ut is evident that her informant 
was unaware of any provision at all for con- 
scientious objection, but we append to Mrs. 
Street's report a summary of a number of 
replies given’ by MR. ALEXANDER KAREV, 
General Secretary of the Russian Union of 
Baptists when he met with British, American 
and other European Quakers at a small con- 
ference in Sweden this year. 


How the call-up works 


ON MY WAY THROUGH Moscow en route to 
Peking I happened to meet some members of 
the School Teachers Union of the USSR. I 
sat next to a young man of about 25 years 
of age and told him about Peace News and the 
interest of its readers in the questions of 
pacifism, COs and military training in the 


I asked him io tell me something about his 
experiences during his period of training. I 
Was very surprised when he told me that he 
had not done any military training as I had 
always understood that every young man in the 
USSR was compelled to do so. 


He told me that, while under the Soviet 
constitution every young man can be called 
upon to do military training, large categories 
of young men are exempt. For instance all 
students at Universities, Technical colleges and 
Training Institutions are exempt. Boys who, 
after leaving school at 14 or 15 years of age, 
have trained for particular work such as mining 
or engincering or any form of skilled factory 
or farm work are exempt. Only sons are also 
exempt. 


School attendance is compulsory until the 
Seventh Grade, which boys finish between 14 
and IS years of age. Those who have left 
school at this age and have acquired no spccial 
skill or training when they reach the age of 
20 are called up to do two years military 
training. During these two years the trainees 
receive instruction in drilling, use of various 
types of arms and equipment, and military 
strategy. In addition they receive general and 
technical education. 


Those who come from collective farms, or 
wish to take up farming are taught to drive 
and care for tractors and other farm industry. 
They can do courses in agriculture, animal 
sciences or technology. Trainees have the 
opportunity to continue their secondary educa- 
tion. Some prepare for their matriculation and 
enter the university or special institutes at the 
end of their military training, and so on. 


I told him about the pacifist movement in 
Britain and about conscientious objectors and 
asked him whether there was anything like it 
in the USSR. He said he had not heard of 
the existence of such a movement. He went 
on to say that in the military training course 


as well as in all educational courses great stress 
is laid on the importance of preserving peace 
and settling all disputes by negotiation; and 
of establishing friendship and co-operation 
with all peoples. The military trainees are 
taught that making war against other countries 
is wrong and that they are being trained to 
protect their country in case it is invaded 
again. 


After listening to my young Soviet friend 
| thought in all probability the question of 
COs would not arise in the USSR since the 
type of young man who would be idealistic 
and courageous enough to be a CO would 
undoubtedly have entered one or other of the 
many training courses under which he would 
be exempt from military training. 


Baptist COs recognised 
—-ALEXANDER KAREV 


At the conference in Sweden Mr. Karev 
referred to the Baptist Union resolution of 
1926 on military service, and said that Russian 
Baptists recognised it just as other citizens 
accepting military training as a duty. 


He quoted the passage from the Epistle to 
the Romans which he cited in his recent reply 
to Peace News in an article in the Moscow 
News. They recognised that every rule had its 
exceptions, however, and some of their 
members thought it wrong to kill. Such 
brethren were not excluded but were asked 
not to propagate their views. A year ago the 
Union had sent a letter to all superintendents 
with these instructions. 


@ On page five 


COs in Russia 


@ From page four 

Mr. Karev said that many Baptists had 
fought in the first world war, but some had 
rejected military service. Then there had been 
a decree of Lenin on January 4, 1919, allowing 
for conscientious objection. In 1920, during 
the civil war, Mr. Karev himself had been in 
charge of 150 young Baptists in Kazanya, all 
of whom declared themselves conscientious 
objectors. He had reported this to the 
authorities, and all of them were exempted 
from military service and alloted to work in 
different areas. 


Many of these young men, however, had 
taken to drinking and smoking and_ the 
authorities had said “ These are not Baptists. 
They drink and smoke.” Mr. Karev added that 
many young people applied for exemption after 
the Lenin decree, just as later in the time of 
famine, when the Baptists were getting help 
from abroad, many applied for baptism and 
became known as “ wheat Baptists.” 
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FROM MILITARY SERVICE ON GROUNDS 
OF CONSCIENCE 
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PHILIP SEED 
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A short statement that will help young men 

and others to appreciate the position of those 

who refuse to accept alternatives to military 
service 


From Friends Peace Comm ittee, 


Friends House, Euston Road, London, N.W.| 


THE CASE FOR 
UNCONDITIONAL EXEMPTION 


1 RENOUNCE WAR AND | WILL NEVER 
SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER 
This pledge, signed by each member, is 


the basis of the Peace Pledge Union. 
Send YOUR pledge to 


P.P.U. HEADQUARTERS 
Dick Sheppard House, Endsleigh Street, W.C.1 


6‘ Meddling in Politics ” 


N reply to Mark Gilbert’s call “Stop 
meddling in politics” it is perhaps worth 

pointing out that those who at present not only 
meddle in, but make politics, have very definite 
programmes and have carried research to the 
point where they dare not even test their 
latest “ weapon of defence,” because they know 
beyond doubt that it will be one hundred per- 
cent “ successful.” 

Yet they are most unlikely to preserve “ the 
best of our heritage.” 

No less a military authority than General 
Gruenther assures us that there will be no 
victory on either side in the next war, which is 
another way of saying that modern armaments 
will defend your way of life to the extent of 
destroying the world. That, in a nutshell, 
seems to describe the state of affairs to which 
programmes and research have brought us. 

Of course, we need to do a great deal of 
thinking about, and preparing for, non-violent 
resistance, but blueprints will not save us. The 
claim of those who advocate non-violence to 
be heard in politics, does not primarily rest on 
a belief that it provides a surer method of 
defence, though one less safe than that of arm- 
aments and war could hardly be devised, but 
on the conviction that it is the only way of 
defence worthy of the values that are to be 
defended. 


HILDA von KLENZE. 
6 Endsleigh St.. W.C.1. 


Bevanism 


OUR editorial comment on Bevanism 
— (October 8) draws attention to a very sad 
irony of the political situation. Today 
many voters find themselves bewildered by the 
similarity between the programmes of the two 
main parties, and a large number must be 
pring whether it is in facet worth while voting 
at all. 

And yet to the clear headed observer this is 
no new trend. “ Socialism” has been bandied 
about on the platform as a kind of magic word 
for many years, and its meaning has been 
utterly distorted by Conservative and Labour 
politicians alike. In some extraordinary way, 
nationalisation (euphemistically called public 
ownership) has become confused with social- 
ism, and the workers have firmly identified 
their aspirations with such measures. 

The Labour Government which took office 
in 1945 had a popular following without 
parallel in our history. In its first spate of 
idealism it handed back India to the Indians, 
thereby averting a certain and costly catas- 
trophe. And yet, six years later, this ‘‘ party of 
the people ” had imposed peace-time conscrip- 
tion, saddled the country with a fantastic arms 
bill, and embarked on long and bloody wars in 
Korea and elsewhere. We found ourselves 
committed to American militarist expansion, 
which in the name of defence was manu- 
facturing weapons of mass destruction which 
could annihilate in a moment whole com- 
munities of innocent and guilty alike (Let me 
be careful to add that I have no intention of 
attacking the American people. They like our- 
selves can too easily be made, from fear, to 
commit terrible atrocities). 

It was inevitable in these circumstances that 
a section of the Labour Party should have 
revolted. As you rightly say, this would have 
been the case whether Bevan had been in 


politics or not. 
DONALD MADGWICK. 
A64 Du Cane Court, 
London, S.W.17. 


Unilateral Disarmament 


Q@YBIL MORRISON (PN October 15) says 

that if everyone were a pacifist (presum- 
ably in our own nation) something might 
happen ... ete. 

All of us are often confronted with “It 
wouldn’t do for all of us to be pacifists because 
the Germans (or whatever nation is our 
declared enemy)... etc.” 

My own reply is that it is not a fair supposi- 


LETTERS 


tion to imagine that all Britishers could have 
become pacifists without at least the vast 
majority in all the most important nations 
having become pacifists too. 

The belief in an instant attack on a nation 
which has disarmed is all too common. But a 
nation will not disarm until more have been 
educated in the real meaning of Christianity, 
pacifism, sportsmanship—or whatever you like 
to call it. Surely it does not make sense to 
suppose that by pressing a button we can wake 
up one fine morning and find all our fellow- 
countrymen pacifists or achieve at a stroke 
total disarmament. 

I submit therefore that the most useful thing 
at present may be to assist in the teaching of 
the public on the main ideas of pacifism. 


J. M. ARNFIELD. 


Fairview, Tweentown, 
Cheddale, Somerset. 


The Market Place 


JN answer to Mr. J. R. Stubbings (October 

8), it is his pen that displays the “dangerous 
nonsense” since he tries to prove that it is 
perfectly fair for one man with neither skill 
nor weapons. to compete with another that 
has both. To suggest “the market place is 
where buyer and seller meet on complete 
equality” is to be ignorant of our whole 
political and economic structure. 

Every year with the approval of all political 
parties we redistribute hundreds of millions in 
the form of rates, taxes, and death duties and 
thereby adjust what the market place has made 
unjust. This same principle has in some 
measure got to be implemented towards the 
backward peoples. The Western Industrial 
machine has destroyed their balanced economy 
through the law of “survival of the fittest ” 
which no pacifist dare preach. Education and 
industry are complementary, and the backward 
peoples are denied both, because their wealth 
such as minerals, rubber, oil, etc., leaves their 
country in its raw state. Thinking people must 
know that it is the machine that has raised 
human standards to the present level, which we 
have developed for well over a century enjoy- 
ing a market far greater than our own. 

Surely no Christian or Pacifist can want to 
grasp something more than his share, nor 
keep others (for all time) in a state so much 
below his own level. 


Cc. C. MADDEVER. 
Cornwall. 


The Third Camp—essentials 


T° argue about vegetarianism would indeed 

be to “ bedevil” the Third Camp issue, 
which is precisely what I want to avoid. May 
I, however, assure Peter Slade that I recognise 
the strength of his case against meat-eating, 
without being entirely convinced, and had no 
intention of disparaging vegetarianism or any 
other sincerely-held minority viewpoint. After 
all, my own antipathy to industrialism, to City 
civilisation and to the State is eccentric 
enough by the standards of most of our con- 
temporaries! But my point is that his “ eccen- 
tricities "’ and mine are relevant only if social 
organisation and community living survive. 
World War II would make nonsense of them 
and us. 

Therefore, I plead for a united front of those 
who reject modern warfare, the ideologies of 
Communism and capitalism and the exploita- 
tion of man by man. I don’t want moral 
purisms to obstruct co-operation with others 
on the essential task of making the world safe 
for non-conformism. I don’t want the Third 
Camp movement to comprise only the most 
radical or eccentric elements, because that 
isn’t its function. If it cannot act within the 
Labour movement (primarily) as a catalyst to 
bring about a real socialist opposition then it 
had better go out of business. 

I think the Third Camp Movement could do 
for the struggle for peace what the Movement 
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for Colonial Freedom has done—and is doing 
—for the struggle for liberation of the colonial 
peoples. That is the minimum necessity. On 
this I think Peter Slade and I are agreed, and 
that is much more important than our dis- 
agreements. 


0. CALDECOTT. 
19 Ardbeg Rd., 


London, S.E.24. 


Mary’s Lamb 
1E AS a timid plant-nibbler, shrink from 
being dubbed a World Balkanising Eccen- 
tric or being accused, in spite of my glossy 
pate, of being long-haired, be-corduroyed and 
even be-sandalled by lady novelists who see 
not only books in the running brook but 
poems in their bleeding beefsteak. 

I take the risk in the hope that my letter 
may bring the correspondence to a close by 
cccentrically putting the subject in a nut-shell. 

For me, the whole question of lamb v. 
lettuce-leaf can be summed up in a phrase: 
Would Mary, with a nice sharp knife, herself 
cut the throat of her litle lamb and slice it up 
into poems ” ? 

Mary enjoys her cutlet only because she did 
not see it torn from the corpse of her pet. It 
was for analogous reasons that our airmen 
enjoyed their breakfast after having converted 
Hamburg into a stinking furnace of homes and 
human torches. It is for analogous reasons 
that our Bible-fancying Generals can glibly 
promise the use of the most cowardly weapon 
ever devised by self-styled humans. They see 
not what they do. 


DAVID R. ROBERTS. 
56 Gordon Rd., W.5. 


Research Exchange 


A BRIEF article in Peace News for June 25, 
*™ 1954 gives the impression that the 
Research Exchange on the Prevention of War 
is a research project operating at Swarthmore 
College. As its name suggests the Research 
Exchange is intended to provide means of 
communication among social scientists. It 
does this by publishing a bimonthly bulletin. 
by organising meetings and workshops, and by 
arranging for the publication of books and 
articles. The only one of these activities 
carried on at Swarthmore College is the pub- 
lication of the Bulletin. 

The article also gives the impression that 
Maurice Farber, whose name was misspelled, 
has some official connection with Swarthmore 
College and with the Research Exchange. 
Professor Farber teaches at the University of 
Connecticut. He has participated in some of 
the meetings and discussions of the Research 
Exchange but is not an officer or a member of 
the working committee. 

Despite these errors we were glad to have 
readers of Peace News told about the Research 
Exchange. We welcome inquiries and will be 
happy to send information and sample copies 
to interested individuals. Requests for informa- 
tion should be directed to Dr. Herbert Kelman, 
Center for Advanced Study, Box 97, Menlo 
Park, California, USA. 

We are sorry that the Research Exchange 
does not constitute a place ‘‘ where scientific 
research into the prevention of war is being 
carried out.” We would very much like to 
see one or more such places set up. At present 
some of the participants in the Research Ex- 
change are engaged in individual research in 
their spare time and some are employed on 
research projects that are somewhat relevant. 
We are setting up a committee to explore the 
possibilities of securing funds for individual 
and group research. 


ARUTHUR GLADSTONE, 
Editor, Bulletin of the Research 
Exchange on the Prevention of War. 


Swarthmore College, 
Swarthmore, PA. 


Saturday, October 30 
LONDON, W.C.1: 2.30-5 p.m.:; Mary 
Ward Hall, Tavistock Pl. Steps to Peace 
conf. Discussion on ‘‘ The Causes of War.” 
Speakers: Stuart Morris, Ian Dixon. PPU. 
OXFORD: 7-10 p.m.; 43 St. Giles. Grand 
concert and social. Proceeds to HQ, PPU. 


Saturday-Sunday, October 30-31 

ILKLEY: 1 p.m, Sat.—6 p.m. Sunday; 
Holly Braok, Qucens Rd. Rev. Clifford Mac- 
quire: ‘‘ The Christian Citizen and the World 
he Lives in.’’ Chair. Robert A. McKinlay. 
Details from Joyce Keeling, Flat 3, 31 Cromer 
Terrace, Leeds, 2. FoR. 

SHIPHAM, SOMERSET: Week-end school 
‘The Third Camp” at Penscot Guest Ho. 
Fee 25s, Leader, Kenneth Ingram. Booking 
fee, 5s., to Freda Clegg, 120 Wick Rd., Bristol, 
4. Bristol Peace Committee. 


Sunday, October 31 


LONDON, W.C.1: 10-1 p.m.; Dick Shep- 
pard Ho, 6 Endsleigh St. Mtg. of secretaries 
and treasurers. Discussion opened by Sybil 
Morrison, PPU. 

LONDON, W.C.2: 3.30 p.m.; Friends Mtg. 
Ho., 52 St. Martin's Lane. William D. B. 
Day, ‘The Ethics of Vegetarianism."’ Friends 
Veg. Soc. 

HYDE PARK: 6 p.m.; Pacifist Youth Action 
speakers, Every Sunday. PYAG, 


Monday, November 1 


LIVERPOOL: 7.30 p.m.; The British 
Council, Basnett St. Penry Jones (lona Com- 
munity), ‘‘ Peace and Power Politics." Chair. 
Miss S. Blackburn, JP. Women's International 
League. 

TUNBRIDGE WELLS: 7.30 p.m.; Friends 


Mtg. Ho. Grosvenor Park. John Ferguson, 
ges BD. “The Christian in the Atomic Age." 
‘oR. 


Tuesday, November 2 

BIRMINGHAM: 7.15 p.m.; Friends Mtg. 
Ho., Bull St. ‘t Can the PPU have a Policy?” 
Discussion. PPU. 

MANCHESTER: 1-2 p.m.; Deansgate Blitz 
Site, Cnristian pacifist open-air mtg. Local 
Methodist ministers and others. MPF. 

NORTHAMPTON 1 7.30 p.m.; Friends Mtg. 
Ho., Wellington St, Ethel Lewis, Field 
worker of the PPU. PPU. 


Wednesday, November 3 
NOTTINGHAM : 1.15 p.m.: Open-air mig. 
Old Market Sq. Rev. Donald Pipe and others. 
FoR PPIT 
LONDON, W.C.1.: 7.30 p.m.; Dick Shep- 
pard Ho., 6 Endsleigh St. Sybil Morrison, 
** Resistance to Consctiption.”” Non- Violence 
Commission, PPU. 
Thursday, November 4 
BRISTOL : 7.30 p.m.; Central Hall, Market 
ee ane Salter, ‘Our Attitude to CD." 
‘oR. 


DIARY 


As this is a free service, we reserve the 
tight to select for publication notices sent in. 
We nevertheless desire to make it as complete 
a service as we reasonably can, and therefore 
urge organisers of events to: 


1. Send notices to arrive not tater than 
Monday morning. 

2. Include: Date, FOWN, Time, Place 
(hall, street); nature of event; speakers, 


organisers (and secretary’s address)—preferably 
in that order and style. 


LONDON, N.W.L: 6 p.m.; Friends House, 
Euston Rd. Prof. Kathleen Lonsdale, FRS. 
“Round the World for Peace.’’ Friends Peace 
Committce. 

LEYTONSTONE 8 p.m.; Friends Mtg. Ho., 
Bush Rd. A. H. Radcliffe, “Can We Save 


Ourselves?** PPU. 
LONDON, W.C.1: 1.15-1.45 p.m.; Church 
of St. George the Martyr, Queen Sq. Weekly 


lunch-hour Service of Intercession for World 
Peace. Conducted by clergy and laymen of 
different denominations. 

LONDON, W.C.11 7.30 p.m.:; Dick Shep- 
oard Ho., 6 Endsleigh St. Meeting of Pacifist 
Youth Action Group. Every Thursday. PYAG 

SOUTHAMPTON : 7.45 p.m.; Friends Mtg. 
Ho., Ordnance Rd. (off London Rd.). John 
Ferguson, ‘‘ The Christian in an Atomic Age.”* 
FoR. 

Friday, November 5 

GLASGOW : 7.45 p.m.; Community Ho. 
Clyde St., 1. Group mrg. PPU. 


Saturday, November 6 
LEWES: 3.45 p.m.; Friends Mtg. Ho., 
Friars Lane. Frank Dawtry, ‘‘Can the PPU 
have a Policy?’ Tea, 3.45. Bring and Buy 
Stall. S.E. Area, PPU. 
Saturday-Sunday, November 6-7 
CRICH, Nr. MATLOCK: Commencing 
3.30 p.m.; Weekend conf. ‘‘In search of the 
Pacifist Society." Guest Speaker: Stuart Morris. 
Details, write, s.a.e.. Gordon Woodburn, 123 
Pear Tree St., Derby. 
Sunday, November 7 
CROSBY, LIVERPOOL: 8 p.m.; 3 Court- 
ney Rd., Waterloo. Fred Barton, *“* Visit to 
Russia.” PPU. 


Tuesday, November 9 
BIRMINGHAM: 7 p.m.; Friends Mig. Ho., 
Bull St. Harold }. Timperley (London Counci! 
for War on Want) ‘' War on Want.” Sound 
film ‘‘ World Without’ End." Birmingham 
Committee for War on Want. 
MANCHESTER: 1-2 p.m.; Deansgate Blitz 
Site, Christian pacifist open-air- mtg. Local 
Methodist ministers and othera, . MPF. 


Wednesday, November 10 
NOTTINGHAM: 1.15 p.m.: Open-air mig. 
Old Market Sq’ Rev. Donald Pipe and otbers. 
FoR, PPU. 
Thursday, November 11 
LEYTONSTONE : 8 p.m.; Friends Mtg. Ho., 
Bush Rd. Alistair Heron, ‘‘ A Psychologist 
looks at Modern War.”’ PPU. 


LONDON, W.C.11 1.15-1.45 p.a.: Church 
of St. George the Martyr, Queen St. Weekly 
lunch-hour Service of Interceasian for World 
Peace. Conducted by clergy and laymen f 
different denominations. 


LONDON, W.C.1:1 7.30 p.m.; Dick Shep- 
pard Ho., 6 Endsleigh St. Meeting of Pacifist 
Youth Action Group. Every Thursday. PYAG 
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FOR 2s. 6d. 


A SPECIAL OFFER FOR NEW 
READERS 


For 2s. 6d. the next 9 weekly 
issues of PEACE NEWS are 
posted to you. 


Please send PEACE NEWS for...... 


to the name and address below. 


I enclose be eesoccone 2 ee 


STANDARD RATES: 


1 year £1 Is. Od. 24 weeks 10s. 
Twelve weeks 5s. 
or order from your newsgent 


PEACE NEWS, 
3 Blackstock Road, London, .N.4. 


L London, W.C.1. 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


TERMS: Cash with order, 3d. per word. 
minimum 2s. 6d. (Box No. 6d. extra). Please 
don’t send stamps in payment, excep for odd 
pence. Maximum length 60 words. Address 
for Box No. replics: Peace News, 31 Blackstock 
Rd., N.4, 

LATEST TIME for copy: Monday morning 
before publication. 

DISPLAYED ADVERTISEMENTS are 
required by the Thursday eight days prior to 
publication. 


MEETINGS 

EMPRESS HALL, Earls Court. Sat., Nov. 
6. 7 p.m. Opening Celebration of British- 
Soviet Friendship Month, Nov., 1954: 37th 
Anniversary of the USSR. H.E. the Soviet 
Ambassador, Aram Khachaturian, composer. 
Andrianova and Viasov, Simonova and Tarab- 
anoy, dancers from the Bolshoi Theatre, Mos- 
cow: Ognitsey and Varshayskaya, singers from 
the Bolsho| Theatre; Shubin and Shubina, 
acrobats; Mesheriakov, juggler. Chainman: John 
Platts-Mills, Pat Sloan, Robert Cotton. Medve- 
dev's Estrada Orchestra, Tickets 2s., 3s., 5s., 
7s. 6d., 10s. 6d. from British Soviet Friend- 
ship Society, 36 Spencer St., E.C.1. Cash and 
s.a.e. with order, 10% discount on biock 
bookings of 16 plus 

INTERNATIONAL CLUB, Aath. Every 
Tuesday. 7.30 D.m. Royal Literary and 
Scientific Institute. 18 Queen Square, Bath. 
All welcome. 


REINCARNATION Is INEVITABLE. 
Lecture, Sun., Oct. 31, 8 p.m.; Wednesdays, 
8.30 p.m, “Bring your Questions.” All 
welcome. Free. United Lodge of Theosophists, 
62 Queen's Gardens, W.2. (PADdington 0688). 

KING’S WEIGH Hoose Chorch, Duke St., 
nr. Bond St. Tube. Sunday at 6.30 p.m. The 
Gospel of Peace. Rev. Cland M. Coltman, 
MA, B.Litt. 


ACCOMMODATION WANTED AND 
OFFERED 


HOMELY ACCOMMODATION and jolly 
good food to visitors and permanent guests. 
CANonbury 1340. I. and H. Shayler, 27 
Hamilton Park, N.5. 

AGM DELEGATE recommends Shayter for 
board or bed and breakfast. 


PERSONAL 
AUBREY BROCKLEHURST, qualified 
watchmaker, offers wide selection of new 
watches with genuine guarantecs. Enquiries 
welcomed ; articles sent on appro. All types 
of watch, clock, and jewellery repairs. Old 
gold and silver purchased. 6 Endslefgh St., 


Tel. BUSton 5501. 


WAR RESISTERS’ Internationa) welcomes 
gifts of foreign stamps and undamaged air 
mail covers, Please send to WRI, Lansbury 
House, 88 Park Ave., Bush HIM Park, Enfield, 
Middlecer 


LITERATURE 

BRITAIN'S OLDEST SOCIALIST WEEKLY 
—vigorous, forthright and consistently against 
war—the ‘‘ Socialist Leader.’’ Indispensable to 
members of the PPU who want up-to-date 
information of home and world politics. 
Threepence weekly. Obtainable from your 
newsagent or from 4&8 Dundas St., Glasgow, 
C.l, and 318 Regenta Park Rd., Finchley, 
London, N.3 

FOR YOUR MEETING. Don’t forget that 
Housmans can supply all your literature 
requirements and quantities of Peace News. 
Send a postcard to Housmans Bookshop 
(Peace News), 3 Blackstock Rd.. London, N.4 

QUAKERISM. Information and literature 
respecting the Faith and Practice of the Reli- 
gious Society of Friends, free on application 
to. the Friends’ Home Service Committee, 
Friends’ House, Euston Rd., London. 

SITUATIONS AND WORK WANTED 

FIRST-CLASS duplicating: typing Aahel 
Piutes Secretarial Service, 395 Hornsey Rd 

i? ARC 17464. Ext 1 


SITUATIONS VACANT 
IF YOU WANT TO HELP. PEACE you 
can’t do better than give a hand. at Peace 
News. Volunteers welcome for daytime work 
and cvery Wednesday evening. Write, call or 
phone STA 2262. Peace News, 3 Blackstock 
Rd. London, N.4 (above stationers, Fish & 

Cook). Nearest Tube Finsbury Pk 


HOLIDAYS 

WINTER WARMTH! Rest and Comfort 
in “ Britain's Best Climate’ (town claim). 
Informative brochures free (21 illustrations). 
Congenial Private Hotel recommended by 
readers, 4|-7 gens. including full board, early 
tea, gratuities, heated bedroom (central heating 
everywhere) when weather cool. Twin beds; 
h. & c.;  Slumberlands. Two comfartable 
Lounges. Vegetarian if desired. Convalescents 
welcome (breakfast in bed). Normanhurst, Sea- 
front, St. Leonards, Sussex. Best position 
facing South on 3 mile promenade. Near daily 
Sun-Lounge orchestra. Opposite covered walk. 
‘Phone Hastings 4784. 


Peace News in Canada and the USA 

AIR EXPRESS EDITION 
to US and ail parts of America, from Peace 
News US Sales Office, c/o American Friends 
Service Committee, 130 Brattle St., Cambridge 

38, Mass. (maiicd on publication day) 
$4 year. $2 stx months. 
New readers : 3 month trial, $1. 


Prof. Lonsdale reports back 


” Page Six 


TO ATOMIC WEAPONS RESEARCH 


“A SIA is on the move and cannot stand 

still: we must not try to stop it,” 
said Professor Kathleen Lonsdale, FRS, 
speaking in London last week at a 
meeting organised by the Women’s Inter- 
national League for Peace and Freedom, 
of which she is British President. 

This was her main impression on her return 
from a two-month’s tour of Australia, New 
Zealand and many countries of the East. 

From a_ kaleidoscopic ‘Focus on World 
Affairs” she made the following points :— 


Good Press 


JAPAN: She received a great reception, 
and her lectures, sponsored by the Science 
Council of Japan, were reported in full in the 
press. Japanese scientists had issued a state- 
ment to their own government refusing to 
undertake research that could be used for 
destructive weapons. Women were using their 
new political freedom, and the general level 
of activity was high. She was encouraged that 
so many of her audiences were young men and 
women, and the questions they repeatedly 
asked were: How can we teach our children 
so that they do not take part in war any 
more? How can we exercise our democracy so 
that we do not again get a military dictator- 
ship? They were also concerned about the 
problem of rearmament and unemployment ; 
only the arms industry was at present being 
encouraged to expand, 


HONG KONG: Formed a useful link with 
the Chinese People’s Republic ; many students 
from Hong Kong were going to Chinese 
universities. 


THAILAND: The administration was cor- 
rupt and there was a definite military dictator- 
ship. In parliament, half the members were 
elected and half nominated by the army, who 
retained a permanent majority. [t seemed 
impossible that the government could be 
changed democratically, and Seato would 
effectively keep in power a military dictator- 
ship. “Should we take part in a pact to 
maintain that status? ” 


SINGAPORE: “The highest birth-rate in 
the world.” 


AUSTRALIA ; “How empty it is!” The 
country was prosperous, and in outlook seemed 
to be tending more and more towards the US. 
There was the same near-hysteria in respect 
of Communism, and probably with less to fear 
than any country in the world. Reporting of 
her meetings in the press was consistently inac- 
curate and biassed. 


Bound with Asia 


NEW ZEALAND: The people were nearer 
to Great Britain, and press standards were 
much better. 

In both countries it was gradually being 
realised that their future was bound up with 

sia. 

CANADA: A country tied to the US in 
culture and interest, but determined to main- 
tain its independence. 

Summing up, Dr. Lonsdale said that we 
must help Asia; and not only because we 
thought we ought to, but because we liked 
her people. To the hungry man, it appeared 
criminal that others having a surplus were 
unwilling to share it and that food was being 
destroyed ; he didn’t mind what government 
he had, so long as it gave him food. We 
must consult the thinking men and women of 
these countrics and find out how they saw the 
situation themselves. That was the best way 
to bring about a world in which “no child 


CHARLIE CHAPLIN 
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asking since Charlie took the Prize: 

“I asked him about the Peace Prize of 
£5,000 that he had accepted from the Com- 
munists. Did he realise that Moscow almost 
immediately used the fact as anti-American 
propaganda? 

‘No he didn’t—nor did he care. 

“He was a pacifist and utterly opposed to 
war whether it came from the East or the 
West. He was against Peace by hydrogen 
bomb, against Peace by the accumulation of 
armaments and against Peace by Strength 
which must inevitably lead to war. 

“He said that he gladly gave the Commun- 
ist money away and if the West wanted to 
give him a Peace Prize they could make it 
as big as they liked and it would give him 
great pleasure to give that away too.” 


TO DISCUSS INDEPENDENCE 


The problem of national independence will 
be the subject for a weekend school organised 
by the Northern Federation of Common 
Wealth on November 6 and 7. 

It will be held at Hollybank Guest House, 
Ilkicy, Yorks. Tom Wardle of Peace News 


staff and W. J. Taylor, Political Secretary of 
C.W. are the lecturers. 

Charges are 30s. or 20s. for one day only, 
bookings should be sent to R. P. Jones, 24 
Whalley Rd., Manchester, 16. 


TO HELP US! 


MPHE Religion Commission of | the 

Peace Pledge Union is holding a 
Bazaar Social and Exhibition of Arts 
& Craitson Saturday November 6, 3—6.30 
p.m. at King’s Weigh House Church. 
Binney Street W.1 (near Bond Street 
Tube Stn.) 


Martin Dakin “Brain of Britain” 
will open the Bazaar at 3 p.m. proceeds 
will be shared between Peace News and 
the Peace Pledge Union. 


need starve or cringe, and no child has too 
much food or too much power.” 

The Chairman was Dr. Rita Hinden, a 
Vice-President of the WILPF and Hon. Sec- 
retary of the Fabian Colonial Bureau, who 
urged the need to find the right answer to 
Communism; not only by providing for 
material needs, but in things of the spirit. 
“We have not yet found the solution,” she 
said, ‘and the whole future peace of the world 
rests on it.” 


The Agreement to re-arm 
Germany 


‘cA STEP 
TOWARDS 
WAR” 


-Labour Peace Fellowship 


TPHE Nine-Power London Agreement on 
— German Rearmament was condemned as 
“a step towards a Third World War,” by the 
Labour Peace Fellowship at a meeting in the 
House of Commons on Monday. 

The statement continued : 


“We deplore the committing of British 
troops (o the continent of Europe until 1998. 
This makes any possible abolition of con- 
scription and reduction in the period of 
service very remote. 

“We call upon the Parliamentary Labour 
Party to oppose the ratification of the London 
Agreement and, in place of West German 
rearmament, press for new  Four-Power 
negotiations to achieve a peaceful united 
Germany, as has been proposed by both the 
West German Trade Unionists and the Social 
Democratic Party.” 


UNICEF 


Thousands of tons of food, thousands of gal- 
lons of milk, thousands of parcels of medical 
supplies and equipment go out every week, by 
plane and ship, mule and human transport to 
the remote villages and towns of the world; go 
out to children who have never known such 
things before, to mouths that have never tasted 
milk ; to small bodies that would surely die 
without care and healing. 


All who have come in contact with this work 
say the same thing : even if the United Nations 
had never done anything else worthwhile, 
UNICEF has justified its existence. Danny 
Kaye, veteran of scores of superb films, said 
after his recent tour through Asia for UNICEF 
that he had never been involved in any film- 
making that thrilled and inspired him as much 
as the film record he has made of UNICEF at 
work. 

But these donations from the pockets and 
the hearts of the people of Britain, magnificent 
as they are, will contribute only a fraction to 
meeting the incredible need of the world’s 
poor children. 

The real 
governments. 

And what is Britain's part in this? Not a 
proud one. 


Her contribution for this year, the highest 
to date, is £200,000, or about 34d. per 
citizen. This amounts to about 2! per cent. 
of UNICEF’s target budget. Britain stands 
twenty-sixth on the list of per capita con- 
tributors to the Fund. 


New Zealand and Canada, by contrast spend 
over ten shillings per head of their population 
on this work. 

But Britain has an even greater reason for 
being ashamed of her position on this question. 
UNICEF is now at work in British colonies (a 
sufficient indictment of colonial welfare pro- 
visions)—and all told Britain is now receiving 
in her own territories more from this source 
than she contributes to it. 

True, she has been more generous with sup- 
port for Korean relief work and help in the 
Middle East, but there are those who believe 
that perhaps that work would not have been 
made necessary if British policies had been 
different in the past. These donations are more 
in the nature of repayments than gifts. 

And if you want to look at it that way, so is 
the money for UNICEF. No other economy in 
the world has so benefitted from the labour 
and resources of Asia and Africa as that of 
Britain . It would be little enough for British 
coffers to visit upon the children some of the 
benefits made possible by the sacrifice of their 
fathers. 

This campaign will go on till after Christ- 
mas. You can get information from your local 
UNA branch or from the headquarters of the 
United Nations Association, 25 Charles St., 
London, W.1. 


Pritt, Schaffer issue 
Congress call 


The British Peace Committee has arranged 
a “British Congress for World Security,” to 
be held at St. Pancras Town Hall, London on 
Sunday October 31. In calling the Congress, 
D. N. Pritt (President) and Gordon Schaffer 
(Chairman) say: 

“The outstanding differences between the 
Great Powers can be resolved through British 
Icadership if public opinion is strong enough. 
The problems of German rearmament and 
European security, Asian security, atomic 
weapons and general disarmament, China’s 
seat at U.N.O., world trade and similar issues 
can all be settled if Britain’s influence is 
firmly on the side of peace.” 
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contribution must come from 


PEACE NEWS 


JAPANESE SCIENTISTS SAY ‘‘NO” 


October 29, 1954 


SYBIL MORRISON 


“Twenty years after’ 


The Socialist candidate at East Fulham (1933) fought on a pacifist ticket and 
triumphed. Looking back it is not unfair to say that his victory was the first step 
towards Hitler's belief that the British people were soft. 


—Daily Telegraph, October 25, 1954. 


His name (Dick Sheppard) was a magnet. Many thousands visited Canterbury 
Cathedral all the year round just in the hope that they might see him, speak to him, 


or hear him... 


What was the secret of his power? It was, in one word, Christ. 


He loved Christ. He taught Christ, and men came to see Christ in him—our redeemer 


and our friend. 


—Canon C. H. S. Matthews, ‘“‘ Dick Sheppard, Man of Peace.” 


“KJNOUGH to make him turn in his 

~ grave” is a common cliché, very 
frequently used to indicate strong dis- 
approval. Yet it is not, in fact possible 
to know what those who died would 
think, or do, in the changed circumstances 


of the world they no longer inhabit. 

1, and others who knew him, have often 
been asked “ What would Dick Sheppard have 
said or done about this, or about that”, and 
the only possible answer is: “I don’t know”. 

He was one of those inspired people whose 
judgment seemed always to be right, and there- 
fore, to ask Dick’s advice was tantamount to 
taking in advance, a decision to do whatever 
he suggested. But it is not the same to guess 
now about what he would have said, thought, 


Dr. Oppenheimer 
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“We believe that no nation has the right 
to use such a bomb, no matter how right- 
eous its cause... Its use would be a 
betrayal of all standards of morality and of 
Christian civilisation itself.” 

It is not too diffifficult to understand the 
mental processes of a man like Teller, who 
advocated the manufacture of the H-bomb. 

Martin Niemdller told us some weeks ago, 
in the course of his exposition of his own 
arrival at the pacifist position, that the Ger- 
man physicist, von Weiszacker, who is a long 
time friend of Teller’s said the latter believed 
the Russians would make the H-bomb, whether 
the US did or not, and there was, therefore, 
no ethical reason why the US should not do 
so and strong strategic and political reasons 
why it should (von Weiszacker said there was, 
of course, one other position a scientist, or 
other person, could take, that of a “ paci- 
fist. . . in principle”). 

Teller stated to Shepley and Blair: ‘“ The 
important thing in science is to do the things 
that can be done.” Scientists have a right to 
Opinions on political and other matters, but 
note: ‘“ There is a time for scientists and 
movie stars and people who have flown the 
Atlantic to restrain their opinions lest they be 
taken too seriously.” This did not keep Teller 
from vigorous agitation to get politicians to 
decide to make the H-bomb, but it was in 
his mind adequate reason why Oppenheimer, 
Conant, Rabi, etc. should not press their moral 
scruples or political doubts against making the 
H-bomb. 

Even so, one can understand this. But what 
about a man like Oppenheimer who has 
“known sin” or the men who can make the 
statement quoted a moment ago and who then 
continue to work on the super-weapons if per- 
mitted or urged? Is it that they agree 
ultimately with Shepley and Blair who say 

these scientists were secking for “some 
spiritual, almost mystical remedy. Unhappily 
they sought something that did not yet exist.” 


COLCHESTER HEARS THE 
PACIFIST CASE 


Ty,ROM north and east and west they came, 

those walking posters: ‘“ Would you drop 
an H-bomb?” “Stop War,” “ Kill Conscrip- 
tion not the Conscript.” 

They wound round the central shopping 
streets of Colchester; they converged at Col- 
chester’s central open-air meeting space, where 
a strong team drawn from London, Ipswich 
and Colchester gave to the startled Colchester 
shoppers the “ Pacifist Point of View.” 

“We meet on a bombed site,” said Sybil 
Morrison. “ The very word creates fear.” But 
it was fear not of dying but of killing, not of 
“mass suicide,” but of mass slaughter. 

There was friendly opposition on the bombed 
site; friendly opposition at the Colchester 
Friends Meeting House later in the evening. 
Here all interested were invited to take tea, 
to view a peace exhibition, to examine peace 
literature at a bookstall, and to attend a 
“ Brains Trust.” 

The Brains on this occasion were: Cecil 
Barrett, Society of Friends, Hugh Brock, 
Martin Dakin, BBC’s “ Brain of Britain,” John 
Hoyland, Sybil Morrison, Rev. A. B. Grosve- 
nor, Congregational Church, Colchester. The 
Question Master was the town's Medical 
Officer of Health, Dr. Kershaw. 

What was the purpose of the whole demon- 
stration? It was not only that “silly people 
doing silly things might sometimes drop seed 
on fertile ground”; it was, said Hugh Brock, 
National Chairman of the Peace Pledge Union, 
that ‘ by action of this nature we might equip 
ourselves to play a part in, and possibly give 
leadership to, the future peace army of an 
unarmed Britain.” 


Dutch Protestants and Catholics 


unite for UNICEF 


{{ATHOLICS and Protestants in Holland are 

‘ co-operating in a campaign to_ raise 
£100,000 for the United Nations Childrens 
Fund (UNICEF). 

Largely through the activities of the Dutch 
pacifist leader, Dr. J. B. Th. Hugenholtz, a 
committee has been set up for the purpose 
under the chairmanship of the President of the 
Dutch trade unions, Mr. Oosterhuis. In the 
spring it is hoped to initiate a programme of 
community development in Burma. 


or decided to do, for that can only be our 
own poor judgment, lacking his unfailing 
instinct for the right. 

Nevertheless, reading Field-Marshal Mont- 
gomery’ss remarks at Alamein, and the Daily 
Telegraph's reiteration of that “old wives 
tale“ about pacifists causing the Second 
World War, I have found myself thinking 
“What would Dick have thought and said 
about this?” 

Another great monument has been raised, 
this time in the desert, to commemorate the 
death of 19,280 men; bereaved relatives have 
taken a journey to this far off desolate place 
to do honour to those who, it is alleged “ died 
that we might still be free”. It is ironic to 
think that the very men who are responsible 
for building this Memorial, and organising 
this journey, are also responsible for signing 
a treaty at almost the same moment as the 
unveiling, for the rearming of the foe against 
whom these men fought. 

If they had graves to turn in, well might 
they turn: well might they, who struggled in 
this cheerless. arid, spot, far from their homes 
and those they loved. “rise and deride this 
sepulchre of crime”. 


* 


Dick Sheppard set his hand and his heart 
against the glorification of war; he had seen 
war and he had turned away from it to become 
a pacifist. And his instinct in 1934 for the 
right words and the right action at the right 
moment is immortally inscribed to his memory 
in the pledge of the Peace Pledge Union: I 
renounce war and I will never support or 
sanction another. 

That people who hold the pacifist faith 
should be accused of starting wars would 
probably not greatly surprise him; indeed I 
like to think I hear him laugh, though of 
all the tricks of memory the most diffifficult 
to evoke is the sound of the voice. 

It is curious that there are still people pre- 
pared to argue that Hitler believed all Britain 
to be pacifist. If that had been so there 
would certainly have been no Hitler, and no 
Hitler war, and the face of the world to-day 
might have been fair and peaceful instead of 
pitted with bomb craters and defaced by war 
cemeteries. 

If anyone whispered in Hitler's ear that 
Britain wouldn't fight against him it was those 
Germans closest to the political hierarchy in 
this country, who may well have been given 
reason to believe that Britain's rulers hoped to 
fight alongside of Hitler against the Bolshevik 
bogey. 

But Dick Sheppard never knew about the 
Hitler war, nor the hideous evil of the atom 
bomb ; there are those who sometimes say that 
it would have broken his heart, but his heart 
was not that kind of heart; it was too stalwart, 
too certain of the good at the core of the 
human world; he would have gone on in the 
certainty of his great and shining faith, for 
that was, indeed, the secret of his power over 
men and women: he loved good and he was 
good. 

On Saturday we shall remember him, and 
there will be many with us who did not know 
him. but there is no doubt that his great loving 
spirit with its splendid inspiration, and deep 
well of human kindness, will be with us. 

As L. P. Jacks once wrote of him: ‘“ Dick 
Sheppard was (and still is) a living proof of 
the existence of God. Were all other proofs 
to fail us, a life and character such as his... 
would be enough to justify us in saying that 
God is, and that God is Love.” 
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TOMORROW! 
Peace Pledge Union Anniversary 
hE ee 


Ra ee 


Mary Ward Hall, Tavistock Place, W.C I 
from 6 to 9 p.m. 


SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3oth 


Refreshments from 6 till 7 


SPEAKERS: 


PRESTON BENSON 


(Forelgn C-r-espondert, The Star) 
STUART MORRIS 
e e 
CLIFFORD EVANS 


(Dramatic Readings) 


Films 
Dick Sheppard, George Lansbury, 


Tr 


SPA VORUUSAUAOG OAANODA REAETESU ON FOU BHAA HOGEG BOSQLL AGI EE SR TADATA DATTA CEST AROO EU OS EAT 


Stuart Morris 
Chairman: HUGH BROCK 
Admission I/- (with refreshments 2s. 6d.) 
FTTTTITUUEELEGUERRLE CHUL ELL UUECe LU PPLE LLLP UFMI UPTO EEE TT 
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See you to-night ? 
Steps of St. Martin-in the-Fields Trafalgar 
Square every Friday at 5.30 p.m. 


CENTRAL LONDON PEACE NEWS 
= TREET SELLING CAMPAIGN 


Papsis and posters await your collection ; 
all volunteers welcomed. 


ERR ee 


Published from 3 Blackstock Rd., London, N.4, by 
Peace News Ltd. Printed by Fish & Cook Ltd., The 
Goodwin Press (T.U.), 135 Fonthill Rd., London, N.4, 


